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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/783,479 


Examiner 

Arpad Fabian Kovacs 


Applicant(s) 

MORRIS ETAL 


Art Unit 

3671 


...^ , '-^•pciu raoian Kovacs 3571 \ i/ 

Period fo7£;r '^"'""^'^^A> ^^o"«^^ 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFRTnA^y ^ """^ ««»nunieation. even if timely filed, may redu^ Iny 

Status 

1)g Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 November 7nM 
2m This action is FINAL 2b)D This action is non-final. 

JJU Since this application is in condition for allowance exceot for fnrmfli moH»,o 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) un Is/are pending in the application, 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 


is/are withdrawn from consideration. 


6) S Claim(s)ii7 is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification Is objected to by the Examiner 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

3.U copies Of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in thirj^^onal Staoe 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) ^ 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 


Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PT0^92) r-i 
Z ' ^) Li other: . 

U.S. Patem and Ffademark Office • . 


PTOL-326(Rev. ^4)4) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "left and right "D" 
braces ... supporting the left and right curved bars" (cl. 8) must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. This feature 
was not treated on the merit. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number, of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement 
Sheer in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of 
the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and infbnned of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

ot3t6S. " 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stone 
(4549721 , cited by Applicant). 


Stone discloses: 


First & 2"" cross braces & l/r 
ends, brackets (cl. 5-6) 


Cradle f/r cross bars 
(cl.9) 


Tire cradle & 
pivoting means 
(cl. 2-3) overlie 
the cross bar (cl. 
11) 



Lever arm forward & rear ends; 
left & right bars (cl. 4) 


Fulcrum f/r ends; 
left & right bars 
(cl.4) 


Lift arm f/r ends & 
wheel mounting 
means at forward 
end; left & right bars 
(cl.4) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a)A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which ttie invention was made. 

5. Claims 7-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stone (4549721 , cited by Applicant). 

Stone discloses the claimed invention except for making the brackets removably 
attached, or make it separable. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to the brackets of the cross brace removably/separably attached to 
the braces, since it has been held that constructing a formerly integral structure in 
various elements involves only routine skill in the art. Nerwin v. Eriichman, 168 USPQ 
177, 179. 


Application/Control Number: 10/783,479 Pag, 
Art Unit: 3671 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/30/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In re Drawings: Examiner would further point out that the reason D braces are not 
shown as claimed, because the bars at where the Applicant points to have the D 
braces, are not "curved." 

In re "fulcrum" argument: Examiner noted Applicant's interpretation of the fulcrum bar 
ref 27, as the only fulcrum disclosed; however, as claimed, the fulcrum at the region of 
ref 31 acts a support for action or fulcrum as generally interpreted (see Webster's 
dictionary). 


In re "tractor wheel mounting means" argument: Examiner disagrees that Stone's tractor 
wheel mounting means ref 95 is not capable of being a "tractor wheel mounting means." 

7. Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 1 (b) because they amount 
to a general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically 
pointing out how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them from the 
references. 
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Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arpad Fabian Kov^cs whose telephone number is 703- 
308-5897. The examiner can nonrially be reached on Mo-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on 703 308 3870. The fax phone number 
for the organization v\tiere this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomr.ation about the PAIR system, see http://pairKJirect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) ^ a , 


Arpad Fabidn Kovacs 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3671 
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